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obtained, and the periods of brightness and darkness can be
readily adjusted. This enables a considerable saving of gas to
be made. For instance, a flash of a duration of one-third of a
second every third second would lead to a saving of 90 per cent.
Yet the value of the light for signalling purposes would not
be impaired thereby. It is well known that an intermittent
light, besides being readily identified by the period of the
flashes, can frequently be seen at a further distance than a
steady one.
Experiments with these ingenious flashing acetylene lights
have been made on the Swedish State railways. Apart from
the natural advantages of acetylene for signal lighting, it is
claimed that the flashing method is a valuable additional means
of distinction on the complicated multiple lines, where all the
available colours have already been utilised. For example, the
main-line signals may be readily distinguished by the fact of
their flashing, while the others are burning continuously; it is
claimed that for high-speed traffic this is often a better means
of distinction than difference in colour would be.
Quite recently the Eoad Board have been experimenting in
London with flashing signs of this kind. It has been suggested
that they might advantageously be used to indicate crossings,
obstructions in the roadway, sudden turns, etc., and would have
the merit of being readily visible by night. The use of acety-
lene for illuminating sign-posts has also been debated. For
country roads some form of self-contained illuminant is of
course desirable, and the acetylene equipment would probably
only require renewal at intervals of a few weeks. The main-
tenance of such signals could doubtless be attended by the
RA.C. scouts who already patrol the roads in the respective
districts.
In 1912 Gustav Dalen was awarded a Nobel prize in
recognition of his work in connection with maritime signals.
It is sad to relate that an accident has since deprived him of
his eyesight; that light is now withheld from one whose life-
work consisted in giving light to others.